Iviii	Introduction: Part V
the Vararuci Recension as a whole); but they are not found in any
other real version of the work.
One ms., evidently of JR, which Kielhorn mentions (Report, etc.,
Bombay Presidency, 1880-81, p. 80), attributes the authorship to
Siddhasena Divakara himself. (See JR Section VII, pp. 251 ff.) There
remains also to be mentioned the fact that two mss. are notist in
Aufrecht's Catalogus which name Ramacandra (Suri) as author. They
are quoted respectively from Biihler, Catalog of Private Libraries in
Gujarat, etc. (Bombay 1871-3), 2, p. 130, and Bhandarkar, Report, etc.,
Bombay Presidency, 1887-91 (Bombay 1897), 1420. Not enough in-
formation is given about these mss, for me to identify the version to
which they belong. The only ms. of those I have personally examined
which has any mention of the name Ramacandra is the Copenhagen
ms. D of VarR. This to be sure declares very plainly, both at the
beginning and at the end, that Vararuci wrote the work. Nevertheless
it opens with namo ramacandraya, and on its last leaf (after the end
of the text proper) there is a rather lengthy passage in which the name
Ramacandra occurs several times. The last page is unfortunately
in such bad condition that I was unable to decipher its text, and so
cannot say what statements are made about Ramacandra here. But
it may be regarded as certain that it is used here (as in the opening
words of homage) simply as a name of the semi-divine hero Rama,
and that it has nothing to do with the authorship of the book. — Be-
sides this religious or legendary application, the name Ramacandra
occurs as the name of numerous scholars and men of letters. It is un-
likely that anything will ever be made out of the attribution of the
authorship to such a name.
To sum up: we know nothing of the authorship of the original Vi-
kramacarita, nor do we know who the redactors of the individual
versions were, except in the case of JR and (perhaps) of VarR,
Part V*   Who was Vikrama?
Traditional connexion of Vikrama with the Vikrama era*—At the
end of JR VH of the Vikramacarita we are told that Vikrama, in his
pious exaltation after listening to the instruction of the Jain teacher
Siddhasena Divakara, freed the whole earth from debt, and (in so
doing) "effected a change [literally, a turning-point] in the era of
Vardtamana;" so I render, the doubtfully, vardhamanasamyatsara--
paravartam akarot (see the text and translation, page 254).

